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STIPULATION OF AGREEMENT AND SETTLEMENT AND RELEASE
This Stipulation of Agreement and Settlement and Release is entered into by and
among the Named Plaintiffs (as defined below), for themselves and on behalf of the
Settlement Class, and Defendant Activehours, Inc. d/b/a Earnin (“Earnin” or “Defendant”),
subject to preliminary and final Court approval as required by Rule 23 of the Federal Rules
of Civil Procedure. As provided herein, Defendant and the Named Plaintiffs hereby
stipulate and agree that, in consideration of the promises and covenants set forth in this
Agreement and upon entry by the Court of a final order and judgment, all claims of the
Settlement Class against the Defendant as alleged in the complaint filed in the action titled
Perks, et al, v. Activehours, Inc. d/b/a Earnin, Case No. 5:19-cv-05543-BLF (N.D. Cal.)
shall be settled and compromised upon the terms and conditions contained herein. The
Named Plaintiffs and Defendant are collectively referred to herein as the “Parties.”
I.

RECITALS

A.
Earnin is a financial technology company that provides its users with
various products, including allowing users to cash out the value of their earned but
unpaid income, which is subsequently withdrawn on the user’s next regularly scheduled
payday.
B.
Certain Earnin users claim to have experienced overdraft fees or
insufficient funds events that their bank attributed to a withdrawal from Earnin between
September 3, 2015 and May 28, 2020. These users claim Earnin’s marketing failed to
adequately represent the risk of incurring such third-party fees while using the service.
C.
On September 3, 2019, Plaintiffs Mary Perks and Stanley Alexander (the
“Named Plaintiffs”) filed a putative class action in this Court, captioned Perks, et al, v.
Activehours, Inc. d/b/a Earnin, Case No. 5:19-cv-05543-BLF (N.D. Cal.) (the “Perks
Action” or the “Action”) and on November 15, 2019, Plaintiff Jared Stark filed the
putative class action in this Court, captioned Stark v. Activehours, Inc. d/b/a Earnin, Case
No. 5:19-cv-07553-BLF (N.D. Cal.) (the “Stark Action”). The Perks Action and the
Stark Action were coordinated for settlement conferences in front of Magistrate Judge
Laurel Beeler, and with the assistance of Judge Beeler it was agreed that the Stark
Action would be and now has been dismissed without prejudice on July 24, 2020. It is
the intent of the Parties that this Settlement resolve the Perks Action.
D.
On April 7, 2020, counsel for the Parties attended an initial settlement
conference by videoconference in front of Judge Laurel Beeler in San Francisco,
California to discuss the facts and the law underlying the Action. Prior to the settlement
conference, a substantial exchange of factual information occurred, including information
regarding potential class-wide damages and requests for follow-up information. Counsel
for Plaintiffs made an initial settlement demand on Defendant. During the conference,
and with the assistance of Judge Beeler, counsel for the Parties engaged in discussions
regarding the factual circumstances, as well as potential strengths and weaknesses of the
allegations in support of, and defenses to, the Actions. The settlement conference did not
result in a settlement.
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E.
During the weeks that followed, and facilitated by Judge Beeler, counsel
for the Parties continued discussions via multiple telephone conferences, and additional
exchanges of information. Counsel for the Parties continued to exchange proposals and
discuss resolution.
F.
On May 28, 2020, counsel for the Parties attended an additional settlement
videoconference in front of Judge Beeler during which the Parties reached an agreement
in principle with regard to the material terms of the proposed settlement, as memorialized
in this Settlement Agreement.
G.
The Parties did not discuss attorneys’ fees, service awards for Class
Representatives, costs, and expenses prior to reaching an agreement as to the material
terms of the relief for the Settlement Class,
H.
The Parties now agree to settle this Action in its entirety, without any
admission of liability, with respect to all Released Claims of the Settlement Class. The
Parties intend this Agreement to bind the Named Plaintiffs, Defendant, and all Settlement
Class Members who do not timely and properly exclude themselves from the Settlement.
NOW, THEREFORE, in light of the foregoing, for good and valuable
consideration, the receipt of which is hereby mutually acknowledged, it is hereby stipulated
and agreed by the Parties that the Action be settled, compromised, and dismissed on the
merits and with prejudice as to Defendant, subject to Court approval as required by Federal
Rule of Civil Procedure 23, on the following terms and conditions:
II.

DEFINITIONS

In addition to the terms defined at various points within this Agreement, the
following defined terms apply throughout this Settlement Agreement:
1.
“Action” means or refers to Perks, et al, v. Activehours, Inc. d/b/a Earnin,
Case No. 5:19-cv-05543-BLF (N.D. Cal.).
2.
“Agreement” or “Settlement Agreement” means this Stipulation of
Agreement and Settlement and Release, including its attached Exhibits (which are an
integral part of this Stipulation of Agreement and Settlement and Release and are
incorporated in their entirety herein by reference), duly executed by Class Counsel and
Defendant’s counsel.
3.

“Class Counsel” means:
Jeffrey Kaliel
Sophia Goren Gold
KALIEL PLLC
1875 Connecticut Ave. NW 10th Floor
Washington, D.C. 20009
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Lynn A. Toops
Lisa M. La Fornara
COHEN & MALAD, LLP
One Indiana Square, Suite 1400
Indianapolis, IN 46204
Alison E. Chase
Matthew J. Preusch
Christopher L. Springer
KELLER ROHRBACK LLP
801 Garden Street, Suite 301
Santa Barbara, CA 93101
4.
“Class Representatives” means every one of the individuals identified as
plaintiffs in the consolidated complaint: Mary Perks and Stanley Alexander.
5.
California.

“Court” means the United States District Court for the Northern District of

6.
“Effective Date” means the date ten (10) business days after which all of
the following events have occurred: (a) the Parties have executed this Agreement; (b) the
Court has entered the Final Approval Order (as defined in Paragraph 8) without material
change to the Parties’ agreed-upon proposed Final Approval Order as described in Section
VIII; and either (c) the time for seeking rehearing or appellate or other review of the Final
Approval Order has expired, and no appeal or petition for rehearing or review has been
timely filed or (d) the Settlement is affirmed on appeal or reviewed without material
change, no other appeal or petition for rehearing or review is pending, and the time period
during which further petition for hearing, review, appeal, or certiorari could be taken has
finally expired. The Effective Date shall not be delayed beyond the date ten business days
after the Court has entered the Final Approval Order in accordance with (b) above in the
event the Court declines to approve, in whole or in part, solely the payment of attorneys’
fees, costs, and expenses in the amounts that Class Counsel requests (“Fee Request”).
Further, the Effective Date shall not be delayed beyond the date ten business days after an
appeal is filed in the event that the sole issue on appeal is the Fee Request awarded to Class
Counsel.
7.
“Final Approval” means the date that the Court enters an order and
judgment granting final approval of the Settlement and determines the amount of fees,
costs, and expenses awarded to Class Counsel and the amount of the Service Awards (as
defined in Section VIII). In the event that the Court issues separate orders addressing the
foregoing matters, then Final Approval means the date of the last of such orders.
8.
“Final Approval Order” means the order and judgment that the Court
enters upon Final Approval. In the event that the Court issues separate orders addressing
the matters constituting Final Approval, then Final Approval Order includes all such
orders.
3
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9.

“Named Plaintiffs” is defined as in Section I.C.

10.
“Notice” means the notice of proposed class action settlement that the
Parties will ask the Court to approve in connection with the motion for preliminary
approval of the Settlement.
11.
“Notice Deadline” means 30 days after the Court has entered the
Preliminary Approval Order.
12.
“Notice Program” means the notice methods provided for in this
Agreement and consists of (1) e-mailed Notice to all Settlement Class Members at the email address on file in Earnin’s business records and (2) Notice posted on the Settlement
Website. The forms of Notice shall be substantially in the forms attached as Exhibits A-B
to this Agreement and approved by the Court, and the Notice Program shall be effected in
substantially the manner provided in Section VII.
13.

“Objection Deadline” means 60 days after the Notice Deadline.

14.

“Opt-Out Deadline” means 60 days after the Notice Deadline.

15.
“Released Claims” means any and all claims, demands, rights, actions or
causes of action, liabilities, damages, losses, obligations, judgments, suits, penalties,
remedies, matters and issues of any kind or nature whatsoever, whether known or
unknown, contingent or absolute, existing or potential, suspected or unsuspected, disclosed
or undisclosed, matured or unmatured, liquidated or unliquidated, legal, statutory or
equitable, that have been or could have been asserted, or in the future might be asserted, in
the Action or in any court, tribunal or proceeding by or on behalf of the Named Plaintiffs,
any and all of the members of the Settlement Class, and their respective present or past
heirs, spouses, executors, estates, administrators, predecessors, successors, assigns,
parents, subsidiaries, associates, affiliates, employers, employees, agents, consultants,
independent contractors, insurers, directors, managing directors, officers, partners,
principals, members, attorneys, accountants, financial and other advisors, investment
bankers, underwriters, lenders, and any other representatives of any of these Persons,
whether individual, class, direct, representative, legal, equitable or any other type or in any
other capacity whether based on federal, state, local, statutory or common law or any other
law, rule or regulation, including the law of any jurisdiction outside the United States,
against any or all of the Released Parties, which the Named Plaintiffs or any member of
the Settlement Class ever had, now has, or hereinafter may have, by reason of, resulting
from, arising out of, relating to, or in connection with, the allegations, facts, events,
transactions, acts, occurrences, statements, representations, omissions, or any other matter,
thing or cause whatsoever, or any series thereof, embraced, involved, set forth or otherwise
related to the alleged claims or events in the Action.
16.
“Released Party” means Earnin, and any and all of their present or past
direct or indirect heirs, executors, estates, affiliates, divisions, predecessors, successors,
4
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assigns, parents, or subsidiaries (“Released Entity”), and the associates, employers,
employees, agents, consultants, independent contractors, insurers, directors, managers,
managing directors, officers, partners, principals, members, attorneys, accountants,
administrators, financial and other advisors, investment bankers, underwriters,
shareholders, lenders, auditors, investment advisors, sellers, distributors, legal
representatives, successors in interest, assigns and persons, firms, trustees, trusts,
corporations, officers, directors, general or limited partners of any of the Released Entities,
and any and all other individuals or entities in which Defendant has a controlling interest
or which are affiliated with them, or any other representatives of any of these persons and
entities.
17.
“Releasing Parties” means the Named Plaintiffs, any Settlement Class
Member who does not timely and properly opt out from the Settlement, and any person
claiming or receiving a benefit under this Settlement, and each of their respective spouses,
children, executors, heirs, assigns, beneficiaries, successors and representatives of any
kind.
18.
“Settlement” means the settlement into which the Parties have entered to
resolve the Action. The terms of the Settlement are as set forth in this Agreement, including
the exhibits hereto.
19.
“Settlement Administrator” means the organization, KCC, Class Counsel
has selected as Settlement Administrator, subject to approval by the Court if the Court.
20.
“Settlement Class Members” or “Settlement Class” means all persons
who fall within the settlement class definition set forth in Section III.
21.
“Settlement Amount” means the three million dollars ($3,000,000.00) in
total monetary relief to fund the Settlement that will be borne by Defendant, and out of
which will be paid the Settlement Relief (see Section IV), the costs of the Settlement
Administrator (see Section IV), any attorney’s fees awarded Class Counsel by the Court
(see Section XI), and any service awards the Court grants the Named Plaintiffs (see Section
XI).
22.
“Settlement Website” means the website that the Settlement Administrator
will establish as soon as practicable following entry of the Preliminary Approval Order,
but prior to the commencement of the Notice Program, as a means for Settlement Class
Members to obtain notice of and information about the Settlement, through and including
hyperlinked access to this Agreement, the Notice, the order preliminarily approving this
Settlement, the amended complaint filed in the Action and such other documents as Class
Counsel and Defendant agree to post or that the Court orders posted on the website. The
URL of the Settlement Website shall be agreed upon by Class Counsel and Defendant. The
Settlement Website shall not include any advertising and shall remain operational until at
least 5 business days after the last payment or credit under this Settlement is made or the
Settlement is terminated.
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III.

SETTLEMENT CLASS

1.
For settlement purposes only, the Parties agree that the Court should certify
the following class pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. 23(b)(3) (the “Settlement Class”) defined
as:
All consumers who incurred an overdraft fee or insufficient funds
event fee that a bank attributed to an Earnin withdrawal, beginning
on September 3, 2015 through May 28, 2020.
For purposes of determining membership in the settlement class, Earnin has identified
approximately 273,073 users that had an account open with Earnin, whereby Earnin was
able to identify at least one overdraft fee or insufficient funds event fee charged by a bank
that the bank attributed to a withdrawal from Earnin from September 3, 2015 to May 28,
2020. These criteria will be used for determining Settlement Class membership and for
purposes of notice and the distribution of payment described below.
2.
Excluded from the Settlement Class are the Court, the officers and directors
of Defendant, persons who have been separately represented by an attorney and entered
into a separate settlement agreement, and persons who timely and validly request exclusion
from the Settlement Class. Named Plaintiffs will move for certification of the Settlement
Class contemporaneously with their motion for preliminary approval of the Settlement.
For purposes of this Settlement only, Defendant agrees not to contest certification of the
Settlement Class. Should the settlement not be approved, Defendant reserves all rights and
defenses on the merits and as to class certification, including any right to move to compel
arbitration.
3.
For settlement purposes only, the Named Plaintiffs shall also seek, and
Defendant shall not oppose, the appointment of Class Counsel as settlement class counsel,
Jeffrey Kaliel, Lynn A. Toops, and Alison E. Chase as lead counsel for the settlement class,
and appointment of Plaintiffs Mary Perks and Stanley Alexander as settlement class
representatives (“Settlement Class Representatives”).
IV.

SETTLEMENT RELIEF

To compensate Settlement Class Members, the Parties have agreed to the following
relief, consisting of both monetary and non-monetary components:
1.

Class Payment
a. As noted above, Defendant shall pay three million dollars ($3,000,000.00)
to compensate the Settlement Class, to pay any Court approved attorney’s
fees and service representative awards, and to pay for the cost of the
Settlement Administrator. Two million dollars ($2,000,000.00) of this
amount shall be transferred to an escrow account for the benefit of the
Settlement Class no later than ten (10) days after the Court enters a
Preliminary Approval Order. Earnin shall transfer an additional one
6
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million dollars ($1,000,000.00) to the escrow account no later than ten
(10) days after the Court’s entry of the Final Approval Order. Earnin shall
have no financial obligations under this Settlement Agreement other than
the combined payment of the three million dollars $3,000,000.00 (the
Settlement Amount) into the escrow (the “Settlement Fund”). Should the
Court not enter a Final Approval Order, should the Effective Date not be
achieved, or should the Settlement Agreement be terminated, all funds in
the Settlement Fund shall be returned to Earnin inclusive of any interest.
However, the remaining Settlement Fund shall not be returned to Earnin if
sole reason that an Effective Date is not achieved or the Settlement
Agreement is terminated is that Earnin fails to make all of the payments
under this section.
b. After the payment of attorney’s fees, service awards and the Settlement
Administrator, the Settlement Class Members will be entitled to receive a
payment of their pro rata share of the remaining Settlement Fund as
described in Section IX. The Settlement Administrator shall oversee this
process, though Class Counsel may choose to use the Earnin platform to
allow payments to be made to a Settlement Class Member’s linked bank
account if they are a current Earnin user. Earnin shall not be required to
give the Settlement Administrator access to Earnin’s platform as part of this
process, but shall reasonably facilitate electronic payments if made.
c. With respect to Settlement Class Members whose accounts have been
temporarily suspended due to nonpayment of cash outs, Defendant, through
the Class Settlement process, shall allow such Settlement Class Members to
use Earnin Express (subject to account onboarding requirements, including
federal law), and until an aggregate amount of $9.5 million is forgiven
across such suspended Settlement Class Members, these such Settlement
Class Members shall not be required to repay previously unpaid cash outs
as a part of the application to Earnin Express, with such forgiveness
occurring automatically upon completion of the onboarding process to
Earnin Express.
2.

Injunctive Relief
Earnin has also agreed to the following changes to its business practices:
a. Earnin agrees to provide additional disclosures regarding the risk of thirdparty fees and the company’s lack of control over the sequencing of thirdparty bank transactions in its terms of service for one year, beginning from
the date of Final Approval, assuming Earnin remains a going concern.
b. Earnin agrees to refund all subsequent overdraft and insufficient funds fees
that are the result of Earnin debiting a customer’s account on a day other
than the customer’s regularly scheduled payday, upon receipt of adequate
7
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notice and proof by the customer for one year, assuming Earnin remains a
going concern.
c. Earnin agrees to bundle individual payments for restoration that a user
authorizes in a pay period as a single debit, up to a maximum of $35.00, for
one year, beginning from the date of Final Approval, assuming Earnin
remains a going concern.
d. Earnin agrees to either partner with a provider of, or itself enable, add-on
features that will provide tools for Earnin customers to negotiate overdraft
fees with their banks for one year, beginning from the date of Final
Approval, assuming Earnin remains a going concern and assuming Earnin
continues to offer products that debit third-party bank accounts during that
time.
e. Earnin agrees that it will not consider individual tipping behavior as a factor
in determining a customer’s max limit for one year, assuming Earnin
remains a going concern and assuming Earnin continues to offer services
with a tip option during that time.
f. Earnin agrees that it will offer the option to tip $0 for each cash out for one
year, assuming Earnin remains a going concern and assuming Earnin
continues to offer its cash out product.
g. Earnin agrees that it will comply with all applicable federal and state law,
and NACHA operating rules in completing restores from consumer
accounts.
The parties recognize and agree that the implementation of all of the injunctive relief, and
in particular any injunctive relief that requires coordination with a third party, may take
some reasonable amount of time to implement should the Court grant final approval.
Earnin will provide a report to Class Counsel once all of the injunctive relief is
implemented.

V.

PRELIMINARY APPROVAL

1.
Class Counsel shall promptly move the Court on or before July 27, 2020 for
an order granting preliminary approval of this Settlement (“Preliminary Approval
Order”), substantially in the form of Exhibit C. The motion for preliminary approval shall
request that the Court: (1) preliminarily approve the terms of the Settlement as fair,
adequate, and reasonable; (2) provisionally certify the Settlement Class pursuant to Federal
Rule of Civil Procedure 23(b)(3) and (e) for settlement purposes only; (3) approve the
Notice Program set forth herein and approve the form and content of the Notice;
(4) approve the procedures set forth in Section VII for Settlement Class Members to
exclude themselves from the Settlement Class or to object to the Settlement; (5) stay the
8
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Action or otherwise adjourn litigation deadlines pending Final Approval of the Settlement;
(6) stay and/or enjoin, pending Final Approval of the Settlement, any actions brought by
Settlement Class Members concerning a Released Claim; and (7) schedule a Final
Approval hearing for a time and date convenient for the Court, at which the Court will
conduct an inquiry into the fairness of the Settlement, determine whether it was made in
good faith and should be finally approved, and determine whether to approve Class
Counsel’s application for attorneys’ fees, costs, and expenses (“Final Approval
Hearing”).
2.
Within 10 days of the filing of the motion for preliminary approval,
Defendant, working with the Settlement Administrator, shall serve or cause to be served a
notice of the proposed Settlement on appropriate state officials in accordance with the
requirements under the Class Action Fairness Act (“CAFA”), 28 U.S.C. § 1715(b).

VI.

SETTLEMENT ADMINISTRATOR

1.
The Settlement Administrator shall administer various aspects of the
Settlement as described in Section IV and perform such other functions as are specified for
the Settlement Administrator elsewhere in this Agreement, including, but not limited to,
overseeing the distribution of the Settlement Fund to Settlement Class Members; providing
E-mail Notice to Settlement Class Members as described in Section VII; establishing and
operating the Settlement Website and a toll-free number.
2.
The duties of the Settlement Administrator, in addition to other
responsibilities that are described in this Agreement, include:
a. Establishing and maintaining a qualified settlement fund after Preliminary
Approval for the Settlement Amount;
b. Obtaining from Earnin the name and e-mail address of Settlement Class
Members for the purpose of sending E-mail Notice to Settlement Class
Members;
c. Establishing and maintaining a post office box for mailed written
notifications of exclusion from the Settlement Class;
d. Establishing and maintaining the Settlement Website;
e. Establishing and maintaining a toll-free telephone line for Settlement Class
Members to call with Settlement-related inquiries, and answering the
questions of Settlement Class Members who call with or otherwise
communicate such inquiries;
f. Responding to any mailed Settlement Class Member inquiries;
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g. Processing all written notifications of exclusion from the Settlement Class;
h. Providing weekly reports and, no later than ten days after the Opt-Out
Deadline, a final report to Class Counsel and Defendant, that summarize the
number of written notifications of exclusions received that week, the total
number of written notifications of exclusion received to date, and other
pertinent information as requested by Class Counsel and Defendant’s
counsel;
i. In advance of the Final Approval Hearing, preparing a declaration to submit
to the Court that: (i) attests to implementation of the Notice Program in
accordance with the Preliminary Approval Order; and (ii) identifies each
Settlement Class Member who timely and properly provided written
notification of exclusion from the Settlement Class; and
j. Performing any function related to Settlement administration at the agreedupon instruction of both Class Counsel and Defendant, including, but not
limited to, verifying that cash payments have been distributed in accordance
with Section IV.
3.
Plaintiffs shall have the right to select the Settlement Administrator.
Defendant shall have the right to consent to Plaintiffs’ selection, which shall not be
unreasonably withheld. The notice and administration costs associated with the settlement
will be deducted from the Settlement Fund.

VII.

NOTICE, OPT-OUTS, AND OBJECTIONS

1.
Upon Preliminary Approval of the Settlement, at the direction of Class
Counsel, the Settlement Administrator will implement the Notice Program provided herein,
using forms substantially in the nature of the forms of Notice approved by the Court in the
Preliminary Approval Order. The Notice will include, among other information: a
description of the material terms of the Settlement; a date by which Settlement Class
Members may object to the Settlement; the date upon which the Final Approval Hearing
will occur; and the address of the Settlement Website at which Settlement Class Members
may access this Agreement and other related documents and information.
2.
The Notice Program has two components: (1) E-mail Notice and (2) Notice
on the Settlement Website. The Settlement Administrator shall e-mail a copy of the E-mail
Notice to all Settlement Class Members for whom Earnin can ascertain an e-mail address
from its records with reasonable effort. For any E-mail Notices that are returned
undeliverable, the Settlement Administrator shall use reasonable efforts to identify updated
e-mail addresses and resend the E-mail Notice to the extent updated e-mail addresses are
identified. The Settlement Administrator need make only one attempt to resend any Email Notices that are returned as undeliverable.
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3.
The Notice shall include a procedure for Settlement Class Members to
exclude themselves from the Settlement Class by notifying the Settlement Administrator
in writing of the intent to exclude himself or herself from the Settlement Class. This
procedure will provide for the submission of an opt-out or exclusion form to be provided
to Settlement Class Members by the Settlement Administrator. Such written notification
or exclusion form must be postmarked no later than the Opt-Out Deadline, as specified in
the Notice. A Settlement Class Member may also prepare his or her own exclusion form.
Any written notification or exclusion form must include the individual’s name and address;
a statement that he or she wants to be excluded from the Action; and the individual’s
signature. Only one individual may be excluded from the Settlement Class per each written
notification or exclusion form. No group opt-outs from the Settlement Class shall be
permitted. The Settlement Administrator shall provide the Parties with copies of all
completed opt-out notifications, and a final list of all individuals who have timely and
validly excluded themselves from the Settlement Class, which Class Counsel may move to
file under seal with the Court no later than 10 days prior to the Final Approval Hearing.
Any Settlement Class Member who does not timely and validly exclude himself or herself
shall be bound by the terms of the Settlement.
4.
The Notice shall also include a procedure for Settlement Class Members to
object to the Settlement and/or to Class Counsel’s application for attorneys’ fees, costs and
expenses. Objections to the Settlement or to the application for fees, costs, and expenses
must be filed electronically with the Court or mailed to the Clerk of the Court. Objections
need to be submitted to the Court only and not also to Class Counsel and Defendant’s
counsel. The objections will be available to the Parties on the case docket once the
objections are filed by the Clerk of the Court. For an objection to be considered by the
Court, the objection must be: (a) electronically filed by the Objection Deadline; or (b)
mailed first-class postage prepaid to the Clerk of Court, at the address listed in the Notice,
and postmarked by no later than the Objection Deadline, as specified in the Notice. For an
objection to be considered by the Court, the objection must also set forth:
a. the name of the filed action;
b. the objector’s full name, address, Earnin account username and telephone
number;
c. an explanation of the basis upon which the objector claims to be a
Settlement Class Member;
d. all grounds for the objection, accompanied by any legal support for the
objection;
e. the identity of all counsel who represent the objector, including any former
or current counsel who may be entitled to compensation for any reason
related to the objection to the Settlement, the fee application, or the
application for Service Awards;
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f. the identity of all counsel representing the objector who will appear at the
Final Approval Hearing;
g. the number of times in which the objector has objected to a class action
settlement within the five years preceding the date that the objector files the
objection, the caption of each case in which the objector has made such
objection, and a copy of any orders related to or ruling upon the objector’s
prior objections that were issued by the trial and/or appellate courts in each
listed case;
h. the number of times the objector’s counsel and/or counsel’s law firm have
objected to a class action settlement within the five years preceding the date
that the objector files the objection, the caption of each case in which the
counsel or firm has made such objection, and a copy of any orders related
to or ruling upon counsel’s or the firm’s prior such objections that were
issued by the trial and/or appellate courts in each listed case;
i. any and all agreements that relate to the objection or the process of
objecting, whether written or verbal, between objector or objector’s counsel
and any other person or entity;
j. a list of any persons who will be called to testify at the Final Approval
Hearing in support of the objection;
k. a statement confirming whether the objector intends to personally appear
and/or testify at the Final Approval Hearing; and
l. the objector’s signature on the written objection (an attorney’s signature is
not sufficient).
5.
The E-mail Notice Program shall be completed by the Notice Deadline,
including any attempts to resend e-mails for E-mail Notices that are returned undeliverable.
6.
The Settlement Administrator shall post the Notice on the Settlement
Website in the form agreed to by the Parties and approved by the Court. The Notice shall
be posted on the Settlement Website by the Notice Deadline.
7.
Within seven (7) days after the Notice Deadline, the Settlement
Administrator shall provide Class Counsel and Defendant with one or more affidavits
confirming that the Mail Notice Program, and posting of Notice on the Settlement Website,
were completed in accordance with the Parties’ instructions and the Court’s approval.
Class Counsel shall file such affidavit(s) with the Court as an exhibit to or in conjunction
with Plaintiffs’ motion for final approval of the Settlement.
8.
All costs and expenses associated with providing notice to Settlement Class
Members including, but not limited to, the Settlement Administrator’s fees, shall be
12
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deducted from the Settlement Fund. However, Earnin shall, without compensation,
provide data and assistance to: facilitate notice and administration of the Settlement,
including the provision of Settlement Class Member email addresses, third party overdraft
fee or insufficient fund fee data; assist the Settlement Administrator in facilitating the
processing and payment of Settlement distributions to current Earnin users; and any other
assistance agreed upon in good faith by the Parties. The Settlement Class agrees that
Earnin’s assistance may be completed through outside counsel.
VIII. FINAL APPROVAL ORDER AND JUDGMENT
1.
Plaintiffs’ motion for preliminary approval of the Settlement will include a
request to the Court for a scheduled date on which the Final Approval Hearing will occur.
The Final Approval Hearing shall be scheduled no earlier than 90 days after the CAFA
notices are mailed to ensure compliance with 28 U.S.C § 1715. The Settlement
Administrator shall bear the obligation of mailing the CAFA notices. By no later than 21
days prior to the Objection Deadline, Plaintiffs shall file a motion for final approval of the
Settlement and a motion for attorneys’ fees, costs, and expenses and for Service Awards.
By no later than 14 days prior to the Final Approval Hearing, the Parties shall file
responses, if any, to any objections, and any replies in support of final approval of the
Settlement and/or Class Counsel’s application for attorneys’ fees, costs, and expenses and
for Service Awards for each Class Representative. At the Final Approval Hearing, the
Court will consider Plaintiffs’ motion for final approval of the Settlement, and Class
Counsel’s application for attorneys’ fees, costs, and expenses and for Service Awards for
each Class Representative. In the Court’s discretion, the Court also will hear argument at
the Final Approval Hearing from any Settlement Class Members (or their counsel) who
object to the Settlement or to the applications for attorneys’ fees, costs, and expenses, and
for Service Awards, provided the objectors filed timely objections that meet all of the
requirements listed in Section VII paragraph 4.
2.
At or following the Final Approval Hearing, the Court will determine
whether to enter the Final Approval Order granting final approval of the Settlement, and
whether to approve Class Counsel’s request for attorneys’ fees, costs, and expenses, and
the Service Awards. The proposed Final Approval Order that will be filed with the motion
for final approval shall be in a form agreed upon by Class Counsel and Defendant. Such
proposed Final Approval Order shall, among other things:
a. Determine that the Settlement is fair, adequate, and reasonable;
b. Finally certify the Settlement Class for settlement purposes only;
c. Determine that the Notice provided satisfied Due Process requirements;
d. Dismiss the Action with prejudice;
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e. Bar and enjoin the Releasing Parties from asserting any of the Released
Claims, as set forth in Section IX, including during the pendency of any
appeal from the Final Approval Order;
f. Release Defendant and the Released Parties from the Released Claims, as
set forth in Section IX; and
g. Reserve the Court’s continuing and exclusive jurisdiction over Defendant
and all Settlement Class Members (including all objectors) to administer,
supervise, construe, and enforce this Agreement in accordance with its
terms.
IX.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SETTLEMENT BENEFITS

1.
Payments to Settlement Class Members. All funds held by the Settlement
Administrator shall be deemed and considered to be in custodia legis of the Court, and
shall remain subject to the jurisdiction of the Court, until distributed pursuant to this
Agreement.
All funds held by the Settlement Administrator at any time shall be deemed to be a
Qualified Settlement Fund as described in Treasury Regulation §1.468B-1, 26 C.F.R.
§1.468B-1.
Within ten (10) days after the Effective Date, the Settlement Administrator shall
make payments from the Settlement Fund as follows:
2.
Payments to Settlement Class Members.
Settlement Class Member shall be calculated as follows:

The amount paid to each

(Net Settlement Fund/Overdraft Transactions)
X
Number of Overdraft Transactions per Settlement Class Member as suggested in
Earnin’s business records.
a. Payments to individual Settlement Class Members (“Individual
Payments”) shall be made no later than ten (10) days after the Effective
Date, as follows:
i.

For those Settlement Class Members who are
customers of Defendant at the time of the distribution
of the Net Settlement Fund, their linked checking
accounts shall be credited by Defendant in the
amount of the Individual Payment they are entitled
to receive.
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ii.

For those Settlement Class Members who are not
customers of Defendant at the time of the distribution
of the Net Settlement Fund, they shall be sent an
email by the Settlement Administrator allowing for
the electronic transmission of Individual Payments
by electronic money transmission services such as
Square Cash, Zelle, Venmo, Paypal or ACH.

3.
Should the Effective Date be achieved, in no event shall any portion of the
Settlement Fund revert to Defendant. Within two hundred (200) days of the Effective Date,
any remaining amounts from the Settlement Fund shall be paid by the Settlement
Administrator to cy pres recipient Center for Responsible Lending, if approved by the
Court . Should an Effective Date not be achieved and/or this Settlement Agreement not be
granted Final Approval, or is terminated, any funds in this Settlement Fund shall be
returned to the Defendant inclusive of any interest and the terms in Section XII paragraph
2 shall apply.
4.
The invitation to Settlement Class Members, whose accounts have been
temporarily suspended due to nonpayment of cash outs, to use Earnin Express subject to
the terms of IV1.C above, shall occur within 20 days of the Effective Date.
X.

RELEASES

1.
As of the Effective Date, the Releasing Parties, each on behalf of himself or
herself and on behalf of his or her respective present or past heirs, spouses, executors,
estates, administrators, predecessors, successors, assigns, parents, subsidiaries, associates,
affiliates, employers, employees, agents, consultants, independent contractors, insurers,
directors, managing directors, officers, partners, principals, members, attorneys,
accountants, financial and other advisors, investment bankers, underwriters, lenders, and
any other representatives of any of these Persons, whether individual, class, direct,
representative, legal, equitable or any other type or in any other capacity whether based on
federal, state, local, statutory or common law or any other law, rule or regulation, including
the law of any jurisdiction outside the United States, shall automatically be deemed to have
fully and irrevocably released and forever discharged the Released Parties of and from any
and all Released Claims.
2.
For the avoidance of doubt, the Released Claims include any claims that a
Releasing Party may have related to or arising out of a Releasing Party’s use of Earnin’s
services under the law of any jurisdiction, including, without limitation, those arising under
state or federal law of the United States (including, without limitation, any causes of action
under consumer protection statutes in effect in the United States or in any states and
territories of the United States); causes of action under the common or civil laws of any
state or territory of the United States, including but not limited to: unjust enrichment,
negligence, bailment, conversion, negligence per se, breach of contract, breach of implied
contract, breach of fiduciary duty, breach of implied covenant of good faith and fair
dealing, misrepresentation (whether fraudulent, negligent, or innocent), fraudulent
concealment or nondisclosure; and also including, but not limited to, any and all claims in
15
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any state or federal court of the United States for damages, injunctive relief, restitution,
disgorgement, declaratory relief, equitable relief, attorneys’ fees and expenses, prejudgment interest, and any other form of relief. The Released Claims do not include any
claims arising from or relating to any conduct by Defendant after the date the Agreement
is executed.
3.
As of the Effective Date, the Released Parties will be deemed to have
completely released and forever discharged the Named Plaintiffs and the Settlement Class
Representatives, the other members of the Settlement Class, and Class Counsel from and
for any and all liabilities, claims, cross-claims, causes of action, rights, actions, suits, debts,
liens, contracts, agreements, damages, costs, attorneys’ fees, losses, expenses, obligations,
or demands, of any kind whatsoever, whether known or unknown, existing or potential, or
suspected or unsuspected, whether raised by claim, counterclaim, setoff, or otherwise,
including any known or unknown claims, which they have or may claim now or in the
future to have, relating to the institution, prosecution, or settlement of the Action.
4.
Upon entry of the Final Approval Order, the Settlement Class Members
shall be enjoined from prosecuting any claim they have released in the preceding
paragraphs in any proceeding against any of the Released Parties or based on any actions
taken by any of the Released Parties that are authorized or required by this Agreement or
by the Final Approval Order. It is further agreed that the Settlement may be pleaded as a
complete defense to any proceeding subject to this section.
5.
The Settlement Class Members expressly waive any rights they may have
under California Civil Code Section 1542, Section 20-7-11 of the South Dakota Codified
Laws, and any other similar law, each of which provides that a general release does not
extend to claims which the creditor does not know or suspect to exist in his favor at the
time of executing the release, which if known by him must have materially affected his
settlement with the debtor, and a waiver of any similar, comparable, or equivalent
provisions, statute, regulation, rule, or principle of law or equity of any other state or
applicable jurisdiction.
XI.

ATTORNEYS’ FEES, COSTS, EXPENSES AND SERVICE AWARDS

1.
Service Awards. Class Counsel will ask the Court to approve, and
Defendant will not oppose, service awards not to exceed $2,500.00 for each Settlement
Class Representative, which are intended to compensate such individuals for their efforts
in the litigation and commitment on behalf of the Settlement Class (“Service Awards”).
Any Service Awards approved shall come out of the Settlement Fund. Neither Class
Counsel’s application for, nor any individual’s entitlement to, a Service Award shall be
conditioned in any way upon such individual’s support for this Agreement.
2.
Attorneys’ Fees, Costs, and Expenses. Any attorneys’ fees, costs, and
expenses awarded by the Court to Class Counsel will come out of the Settlement Fund.
The finality or effectiveness of the Settlement will not be dependent on the Court awarding
Class Counsel any particular amount on their Fee Request and shall not alter the Effective
16
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Date. Defendant agrees not to oppose Class Counsel’s request for fees and reimbursement
of costs and expenses from the Settlement Fund of up to 30% of the Settlement Amount.
3.
The payment of attorneys’ fees, costs, and expenses pursuant to Paragraph
2 shall be made by the Settlement Administrator within ten (10) days of the entry of an
order granting Class Counsel’s fee petition through a wired deposit into the attorney client
trust account to be designated by Class Counsel. After the attorneys’ fees, costs, and
expenses have been deposited into this account, Class Counsel shall be solely responsible
for, and shall have sole discretion in, allocating such attorneys’ fees, costs, and expenses
and directing distribution to each participating Class Counsel firm an allocated share of
such attorneys’ fees, costs, and expenses to that firm, and Defendant shall have no
responsibility for distribution of attorneys’ fees, costs, or expenses among participating
firms. Should the Effective Date not be achieved, should the Court not enter a Final
Approval Order, or should the Settlement Agreement otherwise be terminated, Class
Counsel agrees to return any attorneys’ fees paid to them to the Class Action Administrator
for return to Earnin.
4.
In the event the Court declines to approve, in whole or in part, the payment
of attorneys’ fees, costs, and expenses in the amount that Class Counsel requests, the
remaining provisions of this Agreement shall remain in full force and effect. No order of
the Court, or modification, or reversal, or appeal, of any order of the Court, concerning the
amount(s) of attorneys’ fees, costs, and expenses shall constitute grounds for cancellation
or termination of this Agreement.
XII.

TERMINATION

1.
This Settlement may be terminated by either the Named Plaintiffs or
Defendant by serving on counsel for the opposing Party and filing with the Court a written
notice of termination within 14 days (or such longer time as may be agreed between Class
Counsel and Defendant) after any of the following occurrences:
a. Class Counsel and Defendant agree to termination before the Effective
Date;
b. The Court rejects, materially modifies, materially amends or changes, or
declines to preliminarily or finally approve the Settlement;
c. An appellate court reverses the Final Approval Order, and the Settlement is
not reinstated and finally approved without material change by the Court on
remand;
d. The Court or any reviewing appellate court incorporates material terms or
provisions into, or deletes or strikes material terms or provisions from, or
materially modifies, amends, or changes, the Preliminary Approval Order,
the proposed Final Approval Order, or the Settlement; or
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e. The Effective Date does not occur.
2.
In the event of a termination as provided in Paragraph 1 of this section, this
Agreement shall be considered null and void; all of the Parties’ obligations under the
Agreement shall cease to be of any force and effect, and the Parties shall return to the status
quo ante in the Action as if the Parties had not entered into this Agreement. In addition, in
the event of such a termination, all of the Parties’ respective pre-Settlement claims and
defenses will be preserved.
XIII. NO ADMISSION OF LIABILITY
1.
Defendant disputes the claims alleged in the Action and does not by this
Agreement, or otherwise, admit any liability or wrongdoing of any kind. Defendant has
agreed to enter into this Agreement solely to avoid the further expense, inconvenience, and
distraction of burdensome and protracted litigation, and to be completely free of any further
claims that were asserted or could have been asserted in the Action.
2.
Class Counsel and Named Plaintiffs believe that the claims asserted against
the Defendant, in their respective Action, and as a whole, have merit. Nevertheless, after
a thorough examination of the facts and law, the Named Plaintiffs and Class Counsel
recognize and acknowledge that the Defendant has raised factual and legal defenses that
present a substantial risk that the Named Plaintiffs and the Settlement Class may not
prevail. The Named Plaintiffs and Class Counsel also have taken into account the uncertain
outcome and risks of further protracted litigation, especially in complex, costly, and timeconsuming actions such as these, as well as the difficulties and delays inherent in such
litigation, particularly in light of the current economic climate. As a result, the Named
Plaintiffs believe that it is desirable that the Released Claims be fully and finally
compromised, settled and resolved with prejudice, and barred pursuant to the terms set
forth herein.
3.
The Named Plaintiffs and Class Counsel believe, and the Parties have
agreed, that the Settlement confers substantial benefits upon the Settlement Class. Based
on their comprehensive examination and evaluation of the law and facts relating to the
matters at issue in the Action, Class Counsel have concluded that the terms and conditions
of this Agreement are fair, reasonable, and adequate to the Settlement Class, and that it is
in the best interests of the Settlement Class to settle the claims raised in the Action pursuant
to the terms and provisions of this Agreement.
4.
The Parties understand and acknowledge that this Agreement constitutes a
compromise and settlement of disputed claims. No action taken by the Parties either
previously or in connection with the negotiations or proceedings connected with this
Agreement shall be deemed or construed to be an admission of the truth or falsity of any
claims or defenses heretofore made, or an acknowledgment or admission by any party of
any fault, liability, or wrongdoing of any kind whatsoever.
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5.
Neither the Settlement nor any act performed or document executed
pursuant to or in furtherance of the Settlement: (a) is or may be deemed to be, or may be
used as, an admission of, or evidence of, the validity of any claim made by Named Plaintiffs
or Settlement Class Members, or of any wrongdoing or liability of the Released Parties; or
(b) is or may be deemed to be, or may be used as, an admission of, or evidence of, any fault
or omission of any of the Released Parties, in the Action or in any proceeding in any court,
administrative agency, or other tribunal.
XIV. MISCELLANEOUS
1.
Singular and Plurals. As used in this Agreement, all references to the plural
shall also mean the singular and to the singular shall also mean the plural whenever the
context so indicates.
2.
Binding Effect. This Agreement shall be binding upon, and inure to the
benefit of, the successors and assigns of the Releasing Parties and the Released Parties.
3.
Cooperation of Parties. The Parties to this Agreement agree to cooperate in
good faith to prepare and execute all documents, to seek Court approval, defend Court
disapproval, and to do all things reasonably necessary to complete and effectuate the
Settlement described in this Agreement, including securing certification of the Settlement
Class for settlement purposes and the prompt, complete, and final dismissal with prejudice
of the Action as to the Defendant.
4.
Obligation To Meet And Confer. Before filing any motion in the Court
raising a dispute arising out of or related to this Agreement, the Parties shall consult with
each other and certify to the Court that they have consulted in good faith.
5.
Integration. This Agreement (along with any Exhibits attached hereto)
constitutes a single, integrated written contract expressing the entire agreement of the
Parties relative to the subject matter hereof. No covenants, agreements, representations, or
warranties of any kind whatsoever have been made by any Party hereto, except as provided
for herein.
6.
No Conflict Intended. Any inconsistency between the headings used in this
Agreement and the text of the paragraphs of this Agreement shall be resolved in favor of
the text.
7.
Governing Law. The Agreement shall be construed in accordance with, and
be governed by, the laws of the State of California, without regard to its choice of law or
conflict of laws principles.
8.
Counterparts. This Agreement may be executed in any number of
counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an original, but all of which together shall
constitute one and the same instrument, even though all signatories do not sign the same

19

Case 5:19-cv-05543-BLF Document 45-2 Filed 07/27/20 Page 20 of 42

counterparts. Original signatures are not required. Any signature submitted by facsimile
or through e-mail of an Adobe PDF shall be deemed an original.
9.
Jurisdiction. The Court shall retain jurisdiction over the implementation,
enforcement, and performance of this Agreement, and shall have exclusive jurisdiction
over any suit, action, proceeding or dispute arising out of or relating to this Agreement that
cannot be resolved by negotiation and agreement by counsel for the Parties. The Court
shall retain jurisdiction with respect to the administration, consummation, and enforcement
of the Agreement and shall retain jurisdiction for the purpose of enforcing all terms of the
Agreement. The Court shall also retain jurisdiction over all questions and/or disputes
related to the Notice Program and the Settlement Administrator. As part of its agreement
to render services in connection with this Settlement, the Settlement Administrator shall
consent to the jurisdiction of the Court for this purpose.
10.
Notices. All notices to Class Counsel provided for herein, shall be sent by
overnight mail to:
Jeffrey Kaliel
Sophia Goren Gold
KALIEL PLLC
1875 Connecticut Ave. NW 10th Floor
Washington, D.C. 20009
Lynn A. Toops
Lisa M. La Fornara
COHEN & MALAD, LLP
One Indiana Square, Suite 1400
Indianapolis, IN 46204
Alison E. Chase
Matthew J. Preusch
Christopher L. Springer
KELLER ROHRBACK LLP
801 Garden Street, Suite 301
Santa Barbara, CA 93101
All notices to Defendant provided for herein, shall be sent by overnight mail to:
Thomas P. Brown
PAUL HASTINGS LLP
101 California Street
Forty-Eighth Floor
San Francisco, CA 94111
The notice recipients and addresses designated above may be changed by written
notice. Upon the request of any of the Parties, the Parties agree to promptly provide each
20
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other with copies of objections, requests for exclusion, or other filings received as a result
of the Notice Program.
11.
Authority. Any person executing this Agreement in a representative
capacity represents and warrants that he or she is fully authorized to do so and to bind the
Party on whose behalf he or she signs this Agreement to all of the terms and provisions of
this Agreement.
12.
No Construction Against Drafter. This Agreement shall be deemed to have
been drafted by the Parties, and any rule that a document shall be interpreted against the
drafter shall not apply to this Agreement.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused this Settlement
Agreement to be executed on their behalf by their authorized counsel of record, all as of
the day set forth below.

Activehours, Inc. d/b/a Earnin
Dated:

By:
Sangeetha Raghunathan, General
Counsel

Named Plaintiffs on behalf of the
Settlement Class
Dated:

By:
Mary Perks

Dated:

By:
Stanley Alexander
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11.
Authority. Any person executing this Agreement in a representative
capacity represents and warrants that he or she is fully authorized to do so and to bind the
Party on whose behalf he or she signs this Agreement to all of the terms and provisions of
this Agreement.
12.
No Construction Against Drafter. This Agreement shall be deemed to have
been drafted by the Parties, and any rule that a document shall be interpreted against the
drafter shall not apply to this Agreement.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused this Settlement
Agreement to be executed on their behalf by their authorized counsel of record, all as of
the day set forth below.

Activehours, Inc. d/b/a Earnin
Dated:

By:
Sangeetha Raghunathan, General
Counsel

Named Plaintiffs on behalf of the
Settlement Class
Dated:

By:
Mary Perks

Dated: 7/23/20

By:
Stanley Alexander
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Perks, et al, v. Activehours, Inc. d/b/a Earnin
United States District Court, Northern District of California
Case No. 5:19-cv-05543-BLF

If you received an overdraft fee that your bank attributed to a payment to
Earnin, you may be entitled to benefits under a class action settlement.
A federal court authorized this Notice. This is not a solicitation from a lawyer.
•

A proposed settlement will provide a total of three million dollars ($3,000,000.00), including legal
fees, costs, and expenses (the “Settlement Fund”) to fully settle and release claims of all persons in the
United States to whom this Notice is directed and as defined by the Settlement Class described below.

•

Plaintiffs allege that some customers of Activehours, doing business through the Earnin application,
(“Earnin” or “Defendant”) experienced third-party overdraft fees or insufficient funds event fees
following a withdrawal from Earnin, and that Earnin’s marketing failed to adequately represent the
risk of incurring such third-party fees while using the service (the “Overdraft Claims”). Defendant
denies Plaintiffs’ allegations, denies any violation of California’s consumer protection laws or any
other laws, and denies any wrongdoing whatsoever. The Court has not ruled on the merits of
Plaintiffs’ claims or Defendant’s defenses. By entering into the settlement, the Defendant has not
conceded the truth or validity of any of the claims against them, and denies these claims.

•

The Settlement Fund shall be used to pay all amounts related to the settlement, including awards to
Settlement Class Members who do not timely request to be excluded from the settlement, attorneys’
fees and costs to attorneys representing Plaintiffs and the Settlement Class (“Class Counsel”), any
service award for Named Plaintiffs and the costs of notice and administration of the settlement.
Monies remaining in the Settlement Fund after these payments are made will be redistributed on a
pro rata basis to those Settlement Class Members who received an electronic fund transfer or cashed
his or her initial Settlement Award check and/or to a cy pres recipient described below.

•

Through the Settlement, the Defendant has also agreed to certain injunctive relief and changes to its
business practices for the benefit of Settlement Class Members. These benefits are more fully
described in the Settlement Agreement, which can be found at ___.

•

Should the Settlement Agreement be granted final approval by the Court, Defendant has also agreed
to invite those Settlement Class Members whose accounts have been temporarily suspended due to
nonpayment of cash outs to use Earnin Express (subject to account onboarding requirements,
including federal law), and until an aggregate amount of $9.5 million is forgiven across such
suspended Settlement Class Members, these such Settlement Class Members shall not be required to
repay previously unpaid cash outs as a part of the application to Earnin Express, with such
forgiveness occurring automatically upon completion of the onboarding process to Earnin Express.

•

Your rights and options, and the deadlines to exercise them, are explained in this Notice. Your legal
rights are affected whether you act or don’t act. Read this Notice carefully.

YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS AND OPTIONS IN THIS SETTLEMENT
If you do nothing, you will have the ability to receive a payment and will give up your
rights to sue the Defendant and/or any other released parties on a released claim.
EXCLUDE
If you ask to be excluded, you will not receive a payment. This is the only option that
YOURSELF OR
allows you to pursue your own claims against the Defendant and/or other released parties
“OPT-OUT” OF THE
in the future. The deadline for excluding yourself is [date].
SETTLEMENT
OBJECT TO THE
Write to the Court about why you believe the settlement is unfair in any respect. The
SETTLEMENT
deadline for objecting is [date].
DO NOTHING
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GO TO THE FINAL
APPROVAL
HEARING

Ask to speak in Court about the fairness of the settlement. To speak at the Final Approval
Hearing, you must file a document including your name, address, telephone number and
your signature with the Court stating your intention to appear, no later than [date].

•

These rights and options—and the deadlines to exercise them—are explained in this Notice.

•

The Court in charge of this case still has to decide whether to approve the settlement. Payments will be
made if the Court approves the settlement and after any appeals are resolved.
BASIC INFORMATION

The purpose of this Notice is to inform you that a proposed settlement has been reached in the putative class action
lawsuit entitled Perks, et al, v. Activehours, Inc. d/b/a Earnin, Case No. 5:19-cv-05543-BLF (N.D. Cal.). Because
your rights will be affected by this settlement, it is extremely important that you read this Notice carefully. This
Notice summarizes the settlement and your rights under it.
If you received an email describing this settlement, it is because Earnin’s records indicate that you may be a member
of the Settlement Class. You are a member of the Settlement Class if you are one of the persons who experienced a
third-party overdraft fee or insufficient funds event fee that a bank attributed to making a payment to Earnin
between September 3, 2015 and May 28, 2020. Excluded from the Settlement Class are the Judge to whom the
Action is assigned and any member of the Court’s staff and immediate family, and all persons who have been
identified in the call data produced in this litigation who are validly excluded from the Settlement Class.
In a class action, one or more people called Class Representatives (here, Named Mary Perks and Stanley Alexander)
sue on behalf of people who allegedly have similar claims. This group is called a class and the persons included are
called class members. One court resolves the issues for all of the class members, except for those who exclude
themselves from the class.
Here, the Named Plaintiffs allege that some customers of Earnin experienced third-party overdraft fees or
insufficient funds event fees following a withdrawal from Earnin, and that Earnin’s marketing failed to adequately
represent the risk of incurring such third-party fees while using the service (the “Overdraft Claims”). Defendant
denies Plaintiffs’ allegations, deny any violation of California’s consumer protection laws or any other laws, and
deny any wrongdoing whatsoever. By entering into the settlement, the Defendant has not conceded the truth or
validity of any of the claims against them, and denies these claims. The Court has conditionally certified a class
action for settlement purposes only. The Honorable Beth Labson Freeman is in charge of this action.
The Court did not decide in favor of Plaintiffs or the Defendant. Instead, Plaintiffs and Defendant agreed to this
settlement. That way, they avoid the risk and cost of a trial, and the Settlement Class Members will receive
compensation. Plaintiffs and Class Counsel think the settlement is best for all persons in the Settlement Class.
WHO IS IN THE SETTLEMENT CLASS?
The Court has certified a class action for settlement purposes only. The “Settlement Class” is defined as:
All consumers who incurred an overdraft fee or insufficient funds event fee that a bank attributed to an
Earnin withdrawal, beginning on September 3, 2015 through May 28, 2020.
“Settlement Class Member” is defined as any person in the Settlement Class who is not validly excluded from the
Settlement Class. If you are still not sure whether you are included, you can visit other sections of the Settlement
Website, [website url], you may write to the claims administrator at Overdraft Claims Consumer Litigation, c/o
KCC Class Action Services, P.O. Box 43502, Providence RI 02940-3502, or you may call the Toll-Free Settlement
Hotline, 1-844-894-7222, for more information.
THE LAWYERS REPRESENTING YOU
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The Court has appointed the law firms of Kaliel PLLC, Cohen & Malad LLP, and Keller Rohrback LLP as
Class Counsel to represent you and the other persons in the Settlement Class. You will not be personally charged by
these lawyers. You also have the right to hire your own attorney at your own expense.
Class Counsel will ask the Court to approve payment of up to 30 percent of the Settlement Fund, which would equal
$900,000.00, for attorneys’ fees plus reasonable expenses. Class Counsel also will ask the Court to approve
payment of $2,500.00 to Named Plaintiffs Mary Perks and Stanley Alexander for their services as
Class Representatives. The Court may award less than these amounts.
THE SETTLEMENT BENEFITS – WHAT YOU GET
Settlement Fund. Earnin will pay the total amount of three million dollars ($3,000,000.00) into a fund (the
“Settlement Fund”), which will cover: (1) cash payments to Settlement Class Members who do not request
exclusion; (2) an award of attorneys’ fees and costs to Class Counsel, plus expenses, as approved by the Court; (3) a
service award to the Plaintiffs as approved by the Court; (4) the costs of notice and administration of the settlement;
and (5) under certain circumstances as described below, a charitable contribution.
Cash Payments. All Settlement Class Members who do not request exclusion will receive a portion of the
Settlement Fund, subject to an allocation formula. Each Settlement Class Members’ individual pro rata payment
amount will be determined according a simple formula:
(Net Settlement Fund/Total Number of Overdraft Transactions)
X
Number of Overdraft Transactions per Settlement Class Member as suggested in Earnin’s business records.
The amount of Settlement Class Members’ share of the Settlement Fund will also depend on how many Settlement
Class Members exclude themselves.
No Portion of the Settlement Fund Will Return to Defendant. Any money remaining in the Settlement Fund
after paying all Settlement Class Members, attorneys’ fees and costs to Class Counsel, any service award to
Plaintiffs and the costs of notice and administration of the settlement will be redistributed on a pro rata basis to
those Settlement Class Members who received an electronic funds transfer or cashed their initial Settlement Award
check. No portion of the Settlement Fund will return to the Defendant. Only after a second distribution or if a
second distribution is not feasible, any residual funds will be provided to [recipient].
Your share of the Settlement Fund will depend on the number of Settlement Class Members who request exclusion.
Unless you exclude yourself from the settlement, you will be part of the Settlement Class and will be bound by the
release of claims in the settlement, and the Agreement’s other terms. This means that if the settlement is approved,
you cannot rely on any Released Claim to sue or continue to sue the Defendant and/or any other Released Parties, as
explained in the settlement agreement. It also means that the Court’s orders will apply to you and legally bind you.
Unless you exclude yourself from the settlement, you will agree to release the Defendant and any other Released
Parties, as defined in the settlement agreement, from any and all claims that arise from your use of Earnin.
If you have any questions about the Release or what it means, you can speak to Class Counsel, listed above, for free,
or you can, at your own expense, talk to your own lawyer. The Release does not apply to persons in the Settlement
Class who timely exclude themselves.
Through the Settlement, the Defendant has also agreed to certain injunctive relief and changes to its business
practices for the benefit of Settlement Class Members. These benefits are more fully described in the Settlement
Agreement, which can be found at ___.
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Should the Settlement Agreement be granted final approval by the Court, Defendant has also agreed to invite those
Settlement Class Members whose accounts have been temporarily suspended due to nonpayment of cash outs to use
Earnin Express (subject to account onboarding requirements, including federal law), and until an aggregate amount
of $9.5 million is forgiven across such suspended Settlement Class Members, these such Settlement Class Members
shall not be required to repay previously unpaid cash outs as a part of the application to Earnin Express, with such
forgiveness occurring automatically upon completion of the onboarding process to Earnin Express.

HOW TO OBTAIN A PAYMENT
No claim form is required to receive payment. Instead, using its database of user information, Earnin will facilitate
the Settlement Administrator’s direct payments to Settlement Class Members. For Settlement Class Members who
are Earnin customers at the time of the distribution, Earnin will credit the customer’s linked checking account in the
amount of the Individual Payment they are entitled to receive. For Settlement Class Members who are not Earnin
customers at the time of the distribution, the Settlement Administrator will send them an email with a link allowing
for the electronic transmission of Individual Payments by electronic money transmission services.
WHEN WILL I RECEIVE MY SETTLEMENT PAYMENT?
The Court will hold a hearing on [date] to decide whether to approve the settlement. If the Court approves the
settlement, after that, there may be appeals. It is always uncertain whether these appeals can be resolved, and
resolving them can take time, perhaps more than a year. Class members will be informed of the progress of the
settlement through information posted on the Settlement Website at [website url].
EXCLUDING YOURSELF FROM THE SETTLEMENT
If you want to keep the right to sue or continue to sue the Defendant or a Released Party, as defined in the settlement
agreement, then you must take steps to get out of the Settlement Class. This is called excluding yourself from, or
opting-out of, the Settlement Class.
To exclude yourself from the settlement, you must send an exclusion request to the claims administrator. To be
valid, an exclusion request must: (i) state that you want to be excluded from the Settlement in Perks, et al, v.
Activehours, Inc. d/b/a Earnin, Case No. 5:19-cv-05543-BLF (N.D. Cal.); (2) include your name, address, Earnin
username and associated email address; (3) include a statement that you wish to be excluded from the Settlement
Class; and (4) contain your signature. No request for exclusion will be valid unless all of the information described
above is included. No person in the Settlement Class, or any person acting on behalf of or in concert or participation
with that person in the Settlement Class, may exclude any other person in the Settlement Class from the Settlement
Class.
To be valid, you must mail your exclusion request postmarked no later than [date] to the claims
administrator at Overdraft Claims Consumer Litigation, c/o KCC Class Action Services, P.O. Box 43502,
Providence RI 02940-3502.
If you do not exclude yourself, you give up any right to sue (or continue to sue) the Defendant or any Released
Parties for the claims that this settlement resolves.
If you ask to be excluded, you will not be able to receive a settlement payment and you cannot object to the
settlement.
OBJECTING TO THE SETTLEMENT
If you are in the Settlement Class, you can object to the settlement or any part of the settlement that you think the
Court should reject, and the Court will consider your views. You can ask the Court to deny approval by filing an
objection. You can’t ask the Court to order a different settlement; the Court can only approve or reject the
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settlement. If the Court denies approval, no settlement payments will be sent out and the lawsuit will continue. If
that is what you want to happen, you must object.
If you do not provide a written objection in the manner described below, you shall be deemed to have waived any
objection and shall forever be foreclosed from making any objection to the fairness, reasonableness, or adequacy of
the settlement or the award of any attorneys’ fees and costs and/or service award.
To object, you must make your objection in writing, stating that you object to the settlement in the Overdraft Claims
Consumer Litigation. To be considered by the Court, the written objection must be filed electronically with the
Court or mailed to the Class Action Clerk by [date] at:
Class Action Clerk
United States District Court, Northern District of California
450 Golden Gate Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94102
For an objection to be considered by the Court, the objection must also set forth:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.

vi.
vii.

viii.

ix.
x.
xi.
xii.

the name of the filed action;
the objector’s full name, address, Earnin account username and telephone number;
an explanation of the basis upon which the objector claims to be a Settlement Class Member;
all grounds for the objection, accompanied by any legal support for the objection;
the identity of all counsel who represent the objector, including any former or current counsel who
may be entitled to compensation for any reason related to the objection to the Settlement, the fee
application, or the application for Service Awards;
the identity of all counsel representing the objector who will appear at the Final Approval Hearing;
the number of times in which the objector has objected to a class action settlement within the five years
preceding the date that the objector files the objection, the caption of each case in which the objector
has made such objection, and a copy of any orders related to or ruling upon the objector’s prior
objections that were issued by the trial and/or appellate courts in each listed case;
the number of times the objector’s counsel and/or counsel’s law firm have objected to a class action
settlement within the five years preceding the date that the objector files the objection, the caption of
each case in which the counsel or firm has made such objection, and a copy of any orders related to or
ruling upon counsel’s or the firm’s prior such objections that were issued by the trial and/or appellate
courts in each listed case;
any and all agreements that relate to the objection or the process of objecting, whether written or
verbal, between objector or objector’s counsel and any other person or entity;
a list of any persons who will be called to testify at the Final Approval Hearing in support of the
objection;
a statement confirming whether the objector intends to personally appear and/or testify at the Final
Approval Hearing; and
the objector’s signature on the written objection (an attorney’s signature is not sufficient).

To be considered, you must file your objection electronically with the Court or mail it to the Class Action
Clerk, United States District Court for the Northern District of California, 450 Golden Gate Avenue San
Francisco, CA 94102.,
THE FINAL APPROVAL HEARING
The Court will hold a Final Approval Hearing at [time, date] at the United States District Court for the Northern
District of California, 280 South 1st Street, San Jose, CA 95113, Courtroom 3, 5th Floor. Depending on the current
pandemic, the Court may hold such a hearing virtually. The Court will still consider whether the settlement is fair,
reasonable and adequate. If there are valid objections that comply with the requirements above, the Court also will
consider them. The Court may also decide how much to pay to Class Counsel and Named Plaintiffs.
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The Final Approval Hearing may be moved to a different date or time without additional notice, or canceled
altogether given the current pandemic, so it is a good idea to check the Settlement Website or the Court’s PACER
website to confirm that the date has not been changed..
You do not need to attend this hearing, as Class Counsel will appear on behalf of the Settlement Class. But, you are
welcome to come, or have your own lawyer appear, at your own expense.
If you file a valid, timely written objection, you may, but are not required to, appear at the Final Approval Hearing,
either in person or through your own attorney. If you appear through your own attorney, you are responsible for
hiring and paying that attorney. To speak at the Final Approval Hearing, you must also file a document with the
Court stating your intention to appear. For this document to be considered, it must include your name, address,
telephone number and your signature. The document must be filed with the Court no later than [date]. You cannot
speak at the hearing if you exclude yourself from the settlement.
GETTING MORE INFORMATION
This Notice is only a summary of the proposed settlement. You can get a copy of the settlement agreement by
visiting the Settlement Website, [website url], or you can write to the address below or call the Toll-Free Settlement
Hotline, 1-844-894-7222. You can also call Class Counsel with any questions at 1-866-726-1092 or go to [email].
Additional information is also available by accessing the Court docket in this case, for a fee, through the Court’s
Public Access to Court Electronic Records (PACER) system at https://ecf.cand.uscourts.gov, or by visiting the
office of the Clerk of the Court for the United States District Court for the Northern District of California, [insert
appropriate Court location here], between 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding Court
holidays.

DO NOT CALL OR WRITE TO THE COURT, THE CLERK OF THE COURT, EARNIN, OR EARNIN’S
COUNSEL ABOUT THE SETTLEMENT. ALSO, TELEPHONE REPRESENTATIVES WHO ANSWER
CALLS MADE TO THE TOLL-FREE NUMBER ARE NOT AUTHORIZED TO CHANGE THE TERMS
OF THE SETTLEMENT OR THIS NOTICE.
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To:
From:
Subject: Earnin Overdraft Fee Settlement

If you were charged an overdraft fee that your bank attributed to a payment
to Earnin, you are entitled to benefits under a class action settlement.
A $3 million settlement has been proposed in a class action alleging that Activehours, doing
business through the Earnin Application, did not sufficiently disclose that third-party banks may
charge overdraft fees or insufficient funds event fees following a withdrawal from Earnin.
Earnin’s records indicate that you may be a member of the Settlement Class which includes all
consumers who incurred an overdraft fee or insufficient funds event fee that a bank attributed to
an Earnin withdrawal, beginning on September 3, 2015 through May 28, 2020.
Your legal rights and options in this settlement are:
•
•

•
•

Do Nothing: If you do nothing, you will have the ability to receive a payment and will give
up your rights to sue the Defendant and/or any other released parties on a released claim.
Exclude Yourself or “Opt-Out” of the Settlement: If you ask to be excluded, you will not
receive a payment. This is the only option that allows you to pursue your own claims
against the Defendant and/or other released parties in the future. The deadline for excluding
yourself is [date].
Object to the Settlement: Write to the Court about why you believe the settlement is unfair
in any respect. The deadline for objecting is [date].
Go to the Final Approval Hearing: Ask to speak in Court about the fairness of the settlement
no later than [date].

Your rights and options are fully explained in the Long Form Notice and Settlement Agreement,
available at [website url].
Earnin will pay $3 million dollars into a Settlement Fund. The Settlement Fund will cover: (1)
cash payments to Settlement Class Members who do not request exclusion; (2) an award of up to
$900,000 in attorneys’ fees to Class Counsel, plus expenses, as approved by the Court; (3) a $2,500
service award to the each of the Plaintiffs, as approved by the Court; (4) the costs of notice and
administration of the settlement; and (5) under certain circumstances, a charitable contribution.
For more information you may also call 1-844-894-7222, or contact Class Counsel at 1-866-7261092 or [email].
The class action lawsuit is entitled Perks, et al, v. Activehours, Inc. d/b/a Earnin, Case No. 5:19cv-05543-BLF and is pending in the United States District Court for the Northern District of
California. The Settlement is without an admission of liability. The Court will hold a Final
Approval Hearing at [time, date] to decide whether to approve the settlement. You do not need to
attend this hearing, but you are welcome to come, or have your own lawyer appear, at your own
expense.
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NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA
SAN JOSE DIVISION
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MARY PERKS, et al.,
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No. 19-cv-05543-BLF
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v.
ACTIVEHOURS, INC.,
Defendant.
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1 A.
2

Introduction
Plaintiffs Mary Perks and Stanley Alexander, together with Defendant Activehours, Inc.

3 (d/b/a and hereinafter “Earnin”), entered into a Settlement Agreement on behalf of themselves
4 and a proposed class of similarly situated consumers. The Plaintiffs moved for an order (1)
5 preliminarily approving the terms of the Settlement as fair, adequate, and reasonable; (2)
6 provisionally certifying the Settlement Class pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure
7 23(b)(3) and (e) for settlement purposes only; (3) approving the Notice Program and approving
8 the form and content of the Notice; (4) approving the procedures set forth in Section VII for
9 Settlement Class Members to exclude themselves from the Settlement Class or to object to the
10 Settlement; (5) staying the Action or otherwise adjourning litigation deadlines pending Final
11 Approval of the Settlement; (6) staying, pending Final Approval of the Settlement, any actions
12 brought by Settlement Class Members concerning a Released Claim; and (7) scheduling a Final
13 Approval hearing for a time and date convenient for the Court.
14

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED AS FOLLOWS:

15

The Court finds that it has jurisdiction over this action, the parties, and all Settlement

16 Class members for purposes of settlement under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d). Having considered the
17 motion and any responses thereto, and having held a hearing on preliminary approval, the Court
18 HEREBY GRANTS Plaintiffs’ motion.
19

All capitalized terms in this Order have the same meaning as in the Parties’ Settlement

20 Agreement, or “Settlement.”
21 B.
22

The Settlement Terms
The proposed Settlement Class consists of approximately 273,073 Earnin users who

23 incurred at least one overdraft fee or insufficient funds event fee charged by a bank that the bank
24 attributed to a withdrawal from Earnin between September 3, 2015 to May 28, 2020.
25

Per the Settlement Agreement’s terms and in exchange for a release of Settlement Class

26 Members’ claims, Earnin will provide three million dollars ($3,000,000.00) in total monetary
27 relief to fund the Settlement that will be borne by Defendant, and out of which will be paid the
28 Settlement Relief (see Section IV of the Settlement Agreement), the costs of the Settlement
30
31
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1

Administrator (see Section IV of the Settlement Agreement), any attorney’s fees awarded Class

2

Counsel by this Court after motion (see Section XI of the Settlement Agreement), and any

3

service awards the Court grants the Named Plaintiffs (see Section XI of the Settlement

4

Agreement).

5

With respect to Settlement Class Members whose accounts have been temporarily

6

suspended due to nonpayment of cash outs, Defendant through the Class Settlement process shall

7

allow such Settlement Class Members to use Earnin Express (subject to account onboarding

8

requirements, including federal law), and until an aggregate amount of $9.5 million is forgiven

9

across such suspended Settlement Class Members, these such Settlement Class Members shall

10

not be required to repay previously unpaid cash outs as a part of the application to Earnin

11

Express, with such forgiveness occurring automatically upon completion of the onboarding

12

process to Earnin Express.

13

By agreeing to the Settlement, Earnin does not concede the merits of Settlement Class

14

Members’ claims. For the avoidance of doubt, no term of the Settlement Agreement or any part

15

of the parties’ settlement discussions, negotiations or documentation (including any briefs filed in

16

support of preliminary or final approval of the Settlement) shall be deemed an admission or

17

concession by any party regarding the validity of any Released Claim or the propriety of

18

certifying any class against Defendants, or be deemed an admission or concession by any party

19

regarding the truth or falsity of any facts alleged in the Action or the availability or lack of

20

availability of any defense to the Released Claims.

21

The Settlement also permits the Named Plaintiffs and Class Counsel to request service

22

awards of up to $2,500 for each Named Plaintiffs, and for the payment of Class Counsel’s fees

23

and costs, not to exceed 30% of the Settlement Amount.

24

///

25

///

26

///

27
28
30
31

No. 5:19-cv-05543

2

[PROPOSED] ORDER GRANTING
PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION FOR
PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF
SETTLEMENT

Case 5:19-cv-05543-BLF Document 45-2 Filed 07/27/20 Page 37 of 42

1

C.

Certification of the Settlement Class
Plaintiffs propose the following Settlement Class:

2

All consumers who incurred an overdraft fee or insufficient funds
event fee that a bank attributed to an Earnin withdrawal, beginning
on September 3, 2015 through May 28, 2020.

3
4

The Court preliminarily finds, for purposes of settlement only, that the proposed

5
6

Settlement Class meets the numerosity requirement of Rule 23(a)(1) such that joinder would be

7

impractical; that there are questions of law and fact common to the Settlement Class as required

8

by Rule 23(a)(2); that these common questions predominate over individual questions as

9

required by Rule 23(b)(3); that the claims of the proposed Settlement Class Representatives are

10

typical of the claims of the Class under Rule 23(a)(3); and that resolution of Settlement Class

11

Members’ claims in a class action is the superior method for fair and efficient adjudication under

12

Rule 23(b)(3).
In addition, the Court preliminarily finds that the Class Counsel and Named Plaintiffs will

13
14

fairly and adequately represent the interests of the Class under Rule 23(a)(4), have done so, and

15

are adequate under Rule 23(g)(1) and (4). The Court further finds that Class Counsel have

16

substantial experience in litigating and settling consumer class actions. The Court therefore

17

appoints Class Counsel as settlement counsel for the class and appoints Jeffrey Kaliel, Lynn A.

18

Toops, and Alison E. Chase as lead counsel for the settlement class. The Court also appoints the

19

Named Plaintiffs as Settlement Class Representatives.

20

D.

21

The Settlement Merits Preliminary Approval.
The Court preliminarily finds that this Settlement complies with the Northern District of

22

California’s Procedural Guidance for Class Action Settlements and that the Court “will likely be

23

able to” grant final approval to the Settlement. See Fed. R. Civ. P. 23(e)(1)(B).

24

Specifically, the Court finds that the Settlement’s provisions for consideration consisting

25

of a $3 million Settlement Amount, and up to $9.5 million in credits for Settlement Class

26

Members for the sole purpose of repaying unpaid cash outs in order to begin the onboarding

27

process for Earnin Express, and injunctive relief are likely to be approved as fair, adequate, and

28
30
31
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1

reasonable compensation to Settlement Class Members in exchange for their release of claims

2

against Earnin, taking into account the costs, risks, and delay of trial and appeal; the

3

effectiveness of the Settlement’s proposed payment process; the Settlement’s terms regarding the

4

award of attorney’s fees; and agreement required to be identified under Rule 23(e)(3).

5

Based on the information provided by the Parties, the Court further preliminarily finds that

6

the Named Plaintiffs and Class Counsel have adequately represented Settlement Class Members;

7

that the Parties negotiated the Settlement at arms-length with the assistance of a neutral mediator;

8

and that the Settlement treats class members equitably relative to each other.

9

E.

10

Approval of Notice and Settlement Administration
The Court finds that the proposed Notice Program, including direct e-mail notice, a

11

Settlement Website, and forms of notice, fully satisfy Rule 23 of the Federal Rules of Civil

12

Procedure, the requirements of due process, and Northern District of California’s Procedural

13

Guidance for Class Action Settlements.

14
15
16
17

Specifically, the Court further find that the Notice and the Notice Program adequately
advise the Settlement Class about:
A.

The class action;

B.

The terms of the proposed Settlement, the benefits available to each

18
19
20
21

Settlement Class Member, and proposed fees and costs to Class Counsel;
C.

Each Settlement Class Member’s right to object or opt out of the settlement,

and the timing and procedures for doing so;

22

D.

Preliminary court approval of the proposed Settlement; and

23

E.

The date of the Fairness Hearing as well as the rights of Settlement Class

24

Members to file documentation in support of or in opposition to and appear in connection

25
with said hearing.
26
27
28
30
31
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1
2

The Court also finds that the costs associated with the Notice Program described above
and the estimated costs of administering the Settlement are fair and reasonable.
The Court approves KCC LLC & RicePoint Administration (“KCC”) to act as the

3
4

Settlement Administrator.

5

F.

6
7

Procedures for Final Approval
1.

Final Fairness Hearing

The Fairness Hearing shall take place on ________, 2020, at ______ at the United States

8

District Court for the Northern District of California, United States Courthouse, 450 Golden Gate

9

Avenue, San Francisco, California 94102, before the Honorable Beth Labson Freeman, to

10

determine whether the proposed Settlement is fair, reasonable, and adequate and should receive

11

the Court’s final approval.

12
13
14
15
16
17

The Court adopts the following deadlines from the Settlement:
Date
August 6, 2020 (or no more than 10 days
from the filing of the motion for preliminary
approval)
30 days after Preliminary Approval Order is
entered
No more than 7 days after the Notice
Deadline

Event
Defendants shall serve a notice of the
proposed Settlement on appropriate state
officials per CAFA.
Notice Deadline

18
19
20

60 days after the Notice Deadline
No later than 21 days prior to the Objection
Deadline

21
22
23

No later than 14 days prior to Final Approval
Hearing
No more than 10 days prior to Final Approval
Hearing

24
25
26

On or after November 4, 2020 (no earlier than
90 days after the CAFA Notices are mailed)

Settlement Administrator shall provide Parties
with confirmation of completion of Mail
Notice Program and posting of Notice on the
Settlement Website.
Objection and Opt-Out Deadline
Deadline for Plaintiffs to file Motion for Final
Approval and for attorneys’ fees, costs, and
expenses.
Parties shall file responses to any objections,
and replies in support of final approval
Deadline for Parties to file with the Court the
opt-out notices and list of excluded
individuals provided by the Settlement
Administrator.
Final Approval Hearing

27
28
30
31
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1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
30
31

2.

Deadline and Procedures for Exclusions and Objections

The Court approves the Settlement’s procedures for Settlement Class Members to exclude
themselves from or object to the Settlement.
Exclusions: The Court finds that the Settlement’s exclusion procedures require only the
information needed to opt out of the Settlement and no extraneous information. Requests by
Settlement Class Members must therefore comply with the requirements set forth in the
Settlement and must be postmarked no later than the Opt-Out Deadline, as specified in the
Notice. Only one individual may be excluded from the Settlement Class per each written
notification or exclusion form. No group opt-outs from the Settlement Class shall be permitted.
Any Settlement Class Member who does not timely and validly exclude himself or herself shall
be bound by the terms of the Settlement
Objections: Objections by Settlement Class Members (who do not timely elect to exclude
themselves from the Class) must comply with the requirements set forth in the Settlement and
with Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 23(e)(5). The Court will consider any such valid objections
if filed in writing with the clerk by the Objection Deadline provided in the Notice.
At the Fairness Hearing, and subject to this District’s orders regarding the COVID-19
pandemic, Settlement Class Members (who do not timely elect to exclude themselves from the
Class) may be heard orally in support of or in opposition to the Settlement, provided each such
person file with the clerk not later than two weeks before the Fairness Hearing a written
notification of his or her desire to appear personally. Failure to comply with the notification
requirement may be excused upon a showing of good cause.
The deadlines set forth in this Preliminary Approval Order, including, but not limited to,
adjourning the Fairness Hearing, may be extended by Order of the Court, for good cause shown,
without further notice to the Settlement Class Members, except that notice of any such
extensions shall be included on the Settlement Website. Settlement Class Members should check
the Settlement Website regularly for updates and further details regarding extensions of these
deadlines.
No. 5:19-cv-05543

6

[PROPOSED] ORDER GRANTING
PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION FOR
PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF
SETTLEMENT

Case 5:19-cv-05543-BLF Document 45-2 Filed 07/27/20 Page 41 of 42

1

If, for any reason, the Court does not execute and file an Order of Final Approval, or if the

2

Effective Date does not occur for any reason whatsoever, the proposed Settlement and the

3

proposed Settlement subject of this Order and all evidence and proceedings had in connection

4

therewith, shall be without prejudice to the status quo ante rights of the parties to the litigation as

5

more specifically set forth in the Settlement.
Class Counsel, Defendants’ counsel, and the Settlement Administrator are hereby

6
7

authorized to use all reasonable procedures in connection with approval and administration of the

8

Settlement that are not materially inconsistent with this Order or the Settlement, including

9

making, without further approval of the Court, minor changes to the Settlement, to the form or

10

content of the Notice, or to any other exhibits that the Parties jointly agree are reasonable or

11

necessary.

12

G.

13
14

Conclusion
In summary, the Court:
•

15
16

preliminarily approves the terms of the Settlement as fair, adequate, and
reasonable;

•

17

provisionally certifies the Settlement Class pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil
Procedure 23(b)(3) and (e) for settlement purposes only;

18

•

approves the proposed Notice Program and the form and content of the Notice;

19

•

approves the Settlement’s procedures for Class Members to exclude themselves

20
21

from the Settlement Class or to object to the Settlement;
•

22
23

Settlement, pending Final Approval of the Settlement;
•

24
25

stays any pending deadlines, except those necessary to carry out the terms of the

stays, pending Final Approval of the Settlement, any actions brought by
Settlement Class Members concerning a Released Claim;

•

schedules a Final Approval hearing for a ______________________________.

26
27
28
30
31
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1

The Court shall maintain continuing and exclusive jurisdiction and independent case

2

management authority under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 23 regarding the general operation

3

of the Settlement’s notice and claims program and those appointed to implement and oversee it.

4
5
6

IT IS SO ORDERED.
DATED: _________________________
THE HONORABLE BETH LABSON FREEMAN
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT JUDGE

7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
30
31
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